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MISSION
Spokane Community College offers educational 
opportunities in college readiness, workforce training, 
and university transfer that meets the needs of the 
diverse communities we serve. We are committed to 
student success through active learning, dynamic 
relationships, and supportive environments. 

VISION 
Spokane Community College is where students 
transform their lives and attain their goals, enriching our 
communities.



CCS VALUES
Student Success, Excellence, Accessibility, 
Inclusiveness, Collaboration, Mutual Respect, 
Responsiveness, Lifelong Learning

HISTORY
Founded in 1963, CCS celebrated 
its 50th anniversary in 2013.



An Ideal Learning Environment 

The City of Spokane, Washington
● USA TODAY Top 10 Best American Riverfront 

Cities
● Safe and friendly community
● 472,000 residents in Spokane County
● Low cost of living
● Outdoor recreational opportunities
● Business, transportation, medical, industrial 

and cultural hub of the intermountain 
northwest

● 4th fastest growing state, CNN Money

Beautiful Washington State 
Washington is a state in the Pacific Northwest 
with terrain spanning the snow-capped 
Cascade Mountains to forested islands in 
Puget Sound. Its largest city, Seattle, is known 
for its thriving tech industry, vibrant music 
scene and famed coffeehouses. 



Connections to History & Nature

Above: Vast Riverfront Park, site of the 1974 World's Fair, 
has a sculpture walk. In the park, a cable car offers views 
over tumbling Spokane Falls.

Lake Coeur d’Alene is a short drive away!

Did you know?

Spokane is within a one-hour drive of 76 
lakes, including the gorgeous Lake Coeur 
d’Alene and dozens of rivers. 





Pleasant Life in an American Town 
In Spokane you’ll discover a beautiful, modern city with a laid back, hipster vibe, full of indie coffee shops, unique 
eateries and one of the highest concentrations of classic, vintage clothing shops in the state. In fact, Spokane has 
been ranked the seventh coolest city in the United States for people between the ages of 20-30. With easy access 
to many exciting outdoor adventures like kayaking, cycling, hiking, skiing and camping, Spokane has become a 
popular spot for outdoor enthusiasts. In Spokane you never have to fight traffic or spend a lot of money to 
experience outdoor adventures. Along with the beautiful outdoors, Spokane is a regional hub for the medical 
industry, technology and education, and has been identified by National Geographic as one of the thirty best small 
cities in America. 



Students Experience All Four Seasons in 
Beautiful Spokane, WA



Start at CCS, transfer to your Dream School 

Community College is a smart way to start! 

● Affordable
● Many program options
● Additional work opportunities
● High quality preparation and support 

services
● Easy admission process

Prepare to 
transfer to your 
dream school



Washington is Home to Top U.S. Universities



Washington State Economy, Employers, and Jobs 
Washington State is home to some of the most well-known companies in the 
world. Washington State’s main industries include aerospace engineering, 
e-commerce, and information and communication technology. 

Washington State is home to...



Safe Suburban Campuses
Both campuses, Community College of Spokane and Spokane Falls Community College, have safe, 
welcoming campuses for all students. Campus security consists of: constant campus 
vehicle/foot/bike patrol, safety escort services by request, and a campus lost and found. 

Spokane Falls Campus Spokane Campus





Community Colleges of Spokane is home to...

The American Success (AS) and Honors programs are for international students 
seeking a supportive, challenging 2-year education experience that prepares 
them to transfer to a leading U.S. university to earn a Bachelor’s degree.



CORE COMPONENTS OF AMERICAN SUCCESS/HONORS PROGRAMS

Academic Support     

• Dedicated success coach to help students with 
study skills, goal-setting, and transfer 

• One-on-one regular meetings with a success coach

• A team of peers, faculty, and alumni available to 
encourage, support, and help the student succeed 

• Online tools & resources to connect with 
peers/advisors, stay on-track and organized, and 
collaborate  

Transfer Support     

• One-on-one support from a success coach to identify 
and select a best-fit transfer school 

• Assistance with transfer applications, including help 
writing compelling personal statements 

• Development of self-reflection & self-advocacy skills 
as a foundation for the transfer discovery process 

Academic Success

• Coaching to help int’l students 
develop skills to be successful in 
U.S. classroom environments

Community Engagement

• Dedicated space on campus to 
study, host events, and socialize 
with other ambitious students, but 
U.S. and int’l

Leadership Development

• Student organizations, mentorship 
programs, and real-world project 
opportunities for students from day 
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Pre-arrival
& Arrival

Acculturation 
Services

Integrated 
Community

Holistic 
Coaching

Student Journey to a Bachelor’s Degree

Welcome 
International

Students

Students spend two years in the American Success or American Honors program at Community 
Colleges of Spokane, with a focus on acculturation and skill development in an effort to 

become their most competitive self by the completion of the two-year program.



Pre-arrival
& Arrival

Acculturation 
Services

Integrated 
Community

Holistic 
Coaching

Student Journey to a Bachelor’s Degree

Welcome 
International

Students

Students who complete the 2-year program may receive Conditional Letters of Acceptance to 4-year 
institutions who offer admission based on academic performance during the 2-year program and student’s 

English proficiency. Admission criteria varies by 4-year school. The institutions profiles below are examples of 
the 23 4-year schools that issue Conditional Letters of Acceptance

GPA Required for 
Conditional Admission:

3.0
GPA Required for 
Conditional Admission:

2.8 GPA Required for Conditional 
Admission: 3.5



For international students seeking a supportive, challenging 2-year education 
experience that prepares them to transfer to a leading U.S. university to earn a 
Bachelor’s degree.

Honors-level academics offered by the 
2-year college

Transfer support

Advising

Leadership & professional development

Community

Transfer network

What are the American Success and American 
Honors Programs? 

Honors courses are available to students who 
enroll in the American Honors program





What is the American Success Program? 

Yield and Onboarding Support

Academic Success

Robust Student and Transfer Support 

Leadership & Professional Development 

Engaged Community

American Success is for international students who want extra advising support and 
resources to succeed in a US classroom and to become competitive transfer 
applicants to four-year US universities. Students earn an associate degree and and 
work one-on-one with a success coach to transfer to a US university for their junior and 
senior years to complete a bachelor's degree.

 



Who are AS and AH Students?

Academic
English-level 
Proficiency

2.0+ GPA 
Equivalent

TOEFL <71
or Equivalent Score

Academic
English-level 
Proficiency

3.25+ GPA 
Equivalent

TOEFL 71+ 
or Equivalent Score

Honors students arrive on campus prepared 
for a rigorous Honors curriculum, similar to 

that of a 4-year university. 

American Success students arrive on campus in 
need of additional support in order to succeed 

in a rigorous U.S. classroom environment.

The goal is the same for both Honors and American Success students:
TRANSFER TO A LEADING U.S. COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY AT THE COMPLETION OF THE PROGRAM
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2-Year Colleges and the 2+2 Model 

HS 
Diploma

Associate 
degree

Bachelor’s 
degree

At the end of 4 years, students have earned two degrees: 
associate degree and bachelor’s degree.

How it works 

Students attend a 
2-year college for two 
years and take general 
education classes. 

Students then apply to 
transfer to a 4-year 
college or university to 
complete a bachelor’s 
degree. 

Students can be awarded 
“credits” for general 
education classes taken at 
the 2-year college, so that 
students can start taking 
classes in their major after 
transferring.

At the end of two 
years, students 
earn an associate 
degree. 

At the end of two 
years at their 4-year 
university, students 
earn a bachelor’s 
degree. 

2 +2



Transfer Agreements for American Success and 
American Honors Students

Honors graduates may take advantage of Conditional 
Admission with 23 leading 4-year institutions

throughout the U.S. (examples below)

Southern Methodist University
#56 National University

New York University
#36 National University

Western Michigan University
#194 National University

American Success graduates may take advantage of 
Conditional Admission and/or transferrable degree programs 

with 37 4-year institutions throughout the greater 
Spokane/Seattle area (examples below):

University of Washington
#56 National University

University of San Francisco 
#110 Regional University

University of Central 
Washington

#44 Regional University24
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Where Have Graduates Transferred?



Why Choose American Success? 

Extra support to become 
a strong transfer applicant 

to a US university  
“

“
Top reasons to choose American Success:  
● Improve academics in a US environment 
● Strengthen English-language skills in the US 
● Affordable pathway to a US university 



Same Degree, Lower Cost
4 Year College 

- Estimated Typical Total Tuition & Fees -
$115,152*

Community College of Spokane + 4 Year College 
- Estimated Total Tuition & Fees -

$83,064*

Starting in the American Honors or American Success Programs may help students
save an estimated $32,088 on Tuition & Fees before progressing to a 4 year institution 

to earn a Bachelor’s degree. 
*Cost of university varies between public and private institutions; Illustration above indicative of public institution in WA state

Progress to 
Temple

Progress to 4 
Year College 
after year 2

27



ACADEMIC AND TRANSFER
SUPPORT

Meet Success Coach
Liliya Ambartsumyan 

Liliya helps international students 
research, visit, and apply to 4-year 

institutions. Liliya has been an 
international student advisor and 

coach for over 5 years and has 
successfully helped hundreds of 
students achieve their dreams. 

In fact, Honors and American Success 
students apply to transfer to at least 5 
colleges to maximize student’s options and 
compare offers before selecting a “best fit” 
institution.

Honors and American Success graduates 
can apply to transfer to ANY school he or 
she would like, not just colleges and 
universities where there a transfer 
agreement (e.g. Conditional Admission) 
exists.



ACADEMIC OFFERINGS

Creative Arts

Liberal Arts and Communications

Education & Human Services

Science & Technology

Design, Construction, and 
Transportation

Business, Entrepreneurship, and Law

29

Honors and American Success students may pursue any course of study at CCS that is transferable to a 
4-year institution. Some majors in the sciences and technical fields may not be suited for transfer. 
Students work with their Success Coach to determine the best major and courses that align with the 
student’s transfer goals. 



SMALL CLASSES, BIG OPPORTUNITIES

18:1 
Faculty-to-Student 

Ratio

Real World Projects & 
Experience Engaged Community

Academic 
Coaching and 

Support

30



INTENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM (IELP)  

The IELP includes 4 levels with integrated 
instruction in reading, vocabulary 
development, writing, research techniques, 
grammar, listening, speaking and 
pronunciation in each class. All instruction is 
by SFCC faculty, and all instructors have 
Masters degree or Doctorates degrees.

All students must take the English placement 
exam in order to qualify for academic courses. 
Students who score low on the English 
placement exam are required to complete 
English language courses prior to enrolling in 
academic courses.

31



What are the requirements to be admitted?
● High School Completion students should follow these admission 

requirements.  
● Have completed at least 10th grade (or equivalent in home country) In 

addition, applicants should submit a transcript of any high school 
attending.

● Have a 3.0 cumulative GPA (or equivalent in home country)
● Students who are under 18 years old are required to live in a homestay. 

All underage students are required to submit the Home Stay 
Application for 16 and 17 years when applying for admission.

● Students who are 18 years old or older are allowed to live in a 
homestay or an apartment.

HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION PROGRAM

What are the English Proficiency requirements?
● High School Completion classes are academic classes. All 

students need to demonstrate eligibility for academic classes.
● Students qualify for direct admission into our academic 

program if they meet one of approved English Proficiency 
requirements.

The Community Colleges of Spokane (CCS) offers a High School Completion program to qualified international students who 
want to get a head start on their education. Students in this program can earn a Washington State high school diploma and 
Associate Degree at the same time. HSC program students save time and money by completing two programs at once.

https://www.ccs.spokane.edu/Forms/International-programs/HSC-Admission-Requirements.aspx
https://www.ccs.spokane.edu/Forms/International-programs/HSC-Admission-Requirements.aspx
https://www.ccs.spokane.edu/Forms/International-programs/ccs-5815.aspx
https://www.ccs.spokane.edu/Forms/International-programs/ccs-5815.aspx
https://www.ccs.spokane.edu/GlobalEducation/Files/ProofProficiency.aspx
https://www.ccs.spokane.edu/GlobalEducation/Files/ProofProficiency.aspx


STUDENT STORIES
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STUDENT LIFE

Join the Club: Clubs & Organizations
Get involved with Community College 
of Spokane student activities and 
become part of campus life. Connect 
with other students and faculty to gain 
valuable teamwork, leadership, and 
organizational skills to enrich an 
academic career.

The office of Multicultural Student 
Services and other student life 
opportunities make it easy to connect 
with American and international 
students from around the world during 
field trips, holiday activities, game 
nights, and community service projects. 

34



Housing: Homestay and Apartment Options  

35

Students may choose between living with an American host family 
and living in off-campus apartments, 940 North. Students under 18 
years old are required to choose the homestay option. 



INTAKES AND DEADLINES
Intakes and Deadlines for Honors and American Success at CCS 

Term Programs Offered
Application 

Deadline
Orientation Date Start Date

Fall

American Honors
American 
Success

IELP
HSC 

Mid-July Late August Early September

Spring

American Honors
American 
Success

IELP
HSC 

Late November Early January Early January

Summer
American Honors 

American 
Success 

Early May Early June Early June
36



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS BY PROGRAM 

37

Transfer to a US 
University. 



APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Honors American Success

Documents needed BEFORE Admissions Decision

Admissions Application ● ●
English Proficiency ●

Transcript in English (2+ Years) ● ●
               Documents needed AFTER Admissions Decision

Bank Statement in English:
>$18,000

● ●

Copy of Passport ● ●
CCS Application (online) ● ●

Signed ITE Form ● ●
CCS Financial Support Form ● ●

CCS F-1 Student Acknowledgement 
Form

● ● 38



Application Process

39

To apply, visit Apply.QuadLearning.com

After starting an application, a Quad Learning representative is 
assigned to help ensure the application is submitted completely 
and reviewed in a timely manner (typically ~10 days after the 
application is complete and submitted).

Admissions decisions will be sent via email and a Quad Learning 
admissions officer will reach out regarding next steps.



Why Community Colleges of Spokane?

● Top 2+2 pathways to leading universities in Washington State 
and around the U.S.

● 3 distinct programs serving wide audience: 
○ American Success
○ Honors
○ High School Completion

● Tailored student support and coaching

40



Contact Us: 
Admissions Email: international@QuadLearning.com
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Additional Resources

● 2018 International Student Viewbook
● Program Summary Brochure
● Counselor Fact Sheet & Program Pricing
● Localized Academic Qualification 

Equivalencies
● Transfer Network Information
● Localized Academic Qualification 

Equivalencies
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https://ahc-assets-website-wsp.s3.amazonaws.com/ASAH%20VB18_Digital.pdf
https://ahc-assets-website-wsp.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/AHAS_Summary_A4_Digital.pdf
https://ahc-assets-website-wsp.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/ASAH%20Summary%20Requirements.pdf
https://ahc-assets-website-wsp.s3.amazonaws.com/Program%20Academic%20Qualifications%20and%20Equivalencies.pdf
https://ahc-assets-website-wsp.s3.amazonaws.com/Program%20Academic%20Qualifications%20and%20Equivalencies.pdf
https://ahc-assets-website-wsp.s3.amazonaws.com/AH_TransferNetwork_A4.pdf
https://ahc-assets-website-wsp.s3.amazonaws.com/Program%20Academic%20Qualifications%20and%20Equivalencies.pdf
https://ahc-assets-website-wsp.s3.amazonaws.com/Program%20Academic%20Qualifications%20and%20Equivalencies.pdf

